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Mission Statement 
The mission of Family Promise of Gloucester County, The Interfaith 

Hospitality Network, is to provide homeless families an opportunity to 
achieve stability by providing shelter, food, case management, and 

hospitality, while simultaneously utilizing resources within local 
congregations and the community. 
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2010 Board of Directors 
President ς Shanna Morascini 
Vice President ς Donna Freidel, Esq.  
Treasurer ς Thomas Ryan  
Secretary ς Patricia (Pati) Wyckoff  
Member ς Janet Fuhrer  
Member ς Connie Sunderhauf  
Member ς The Reverend Edward Cook  
Member ς The Reverend Sara Lilja  
Member ς John Stewart  
Executive Director ς Gary Salmon  
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One of the most debilitating factors in being homeless 
is the loss of dignity, not to mention the loss of self 
esteem, and the loss of hope.  Family Promise of 
Gloucester County is part of the solution to helping 
homeless families regain their dignity and is one of 
currently over 160 networks operating in 41 states 
and DC nationwide which provides this very unique 
service to this growing population.  

In 2010, through a partnership with volunteers, local congregations, and 
community agencies, Family Promise of Gloucester County influenced 
the lives of fifty -six  families ς that is one hundred seven children, and 
seventy adults.  As I indicated in every training session, volunteers are 
key to the success of this Program.  It was a pleasure and my honor to 
meet, greet, and work with each volunteer and guest in our Network in 
2010.   Exciting things happened this past year as outlined in this report, 
and the future looks even more promising for all involved with Family 
Promise.  Thank you for your support. 

Building communities 
Strengthening lives   



State of Our Network 
    Last year was a successful year for Family Promise 
in every measurable way, despite the harsh 
economy.  And for that,  we give thanks to God, who 
is the source of all good things, and also to the many 
generous volunteers who stepped forward time after 
time to help those who have been hit hardest by 
these difficult times.   

 

    We would be remiss if we did not also credit the 
ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ CŀƳƛƭȅ tǊƻƳƛǎŜΩǎ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΣ 
Gary Salmon, who moved up from his interim 
position early in 2010 to accept the position on a 
permanent basis.  Gary has worked hard to 
reinstitute training sessions for new volunteers, 
bring on new host churches, and provide direction 
and support to the families in our Network, along 
with assisting with the ever important fund-raising 
efforts.  

 

    The record chills of the winter of 2011 were  
daunting, but let us not forget the many heavy 
snows we had last year in 2010. Not long after we 
reopened our Network to homeless families last 
winter, massive snowfall and the terrible flu season 
ƭŜŦǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ άŎŜƴǘŜǊ-ōƻǳƴŘέ  ƻǊ άŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ-
ōƻǳƴŘέ ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜǎΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ 
Williamstown, which has been the landlord to Family 
tǊƻƳƛǎŜΩǎ 5ŀȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƛǾŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ 
operation, it was this experience which highlighted 
how much we had outgrown the physical location 
and triggered a search for a larger, more accessible 
location, which will be discussed in more depth later.  
Let us first review the year we have completed and 
then address plans for the year ahead. 

 

A. Fundraisers 

    Family Promise relies largely upon fundraisers and 
donations from private individuals to meet its 
budget. In 2010, the  budget was $96,675, which 
represented approximately a 7% increase over the 
preceding year.  To raise this, the following events, 
some old favorites, some new, took place: 

 

ÅBasket AuctionτIn one of the toughest 
economies this country has seen in decades, this 
event, which has provided much needed funds for 
our Network since its earliest days, was  the most 
successful to date, under Chairwoman and Board 
Secretary Pati Wyckoff, raising over $11,000 profit 
in April 2010. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ÅFamily and FriendsτThis Event is a letter writing 
campaign led by Captains at each member 
congregation. It  took place in June in past years but 
was started later in the year in 2010, commencing 
in September. Again, despite the harsh economy, it 
raised a net of $5,932.43 as of the end of 2010! In 
the three years this project had been undertaken, 
under the leadership of Jim Anzide from St. Charles 
Borromeo Roman Catholic Church, the Family and 
Friends campaign has brought in a total of 
$25,869.07 in three years!!! It is currently 
underway again now, for its fourth year. 
 
ÅGolf Tournament ς A new event debuted in 2010, 
the first Annual Family Promise Golf Tournament, 
held at Town and Country Golf Course in 
Woodstown.  Chaired by Jan Fuhrer from First 
Methodist Church in Mantua, it proved a success in 
terms of money raised as well as in introducing our 
Network to new people in the community and 
beyondτand it was great fun.  In its first year, the 
Tournament made a net profit of $3000!  
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Ladies from St. Thomas 
enjoy the Basket Auction 



State of Our Network Continued 
Å The Taste of South Jersey ς Taking place on 
bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ  мрΣ нлмл ŀǘ !ŘŜƭǇƘƛŀΩǎ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘ ƛƴ 
Deptford,  The Taste of South Jersey was again the 
major fundraiser of the year, bringing in almost 
$20,000 profit! An evening of good food, good fun, 
and fellowship was shared.  Local chefs displayed 
samples from their own restaurants or home kitchens. 
Many thanks go out to Event Chairman, and former 
Board President, Tom Power, for leading his team of 
hard-working volunteers in creating yet another 
wonderful night of fun and great food!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ÅAll through the year, there were ongoing efforts from 
many volunteers and congregations: selling t-shirts 
and pins, special collections and events, and always 
and significantly, contributions from  individuals, 
congregations and organizations, which make up a 
ǎƛȊŀōƭŜ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ CŀƳƛƭȅ tǊƻƳƛǎŜΩǎ ōǳŘƎŜǘΦ  ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ 
such contributions, Family Promise would not be able 
to function, but if those are the meat and potatoes, 
the fundraisers are the bread, butter, vegetablesτ
and dessert.  

ÅTD Bank ς New Partners ς ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ¢5 .ŀƴƪΩǎ Affinity 
ProgramΣ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ Ŏŀƴ άǘŀƎέ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ¢5 .ŀƴƪ 
accounts to Family Promise.  At the end of the year, if 
just fifty people have tagged their banking accounts to 
Family Promise, TD Bank will make a donation to 
Family Promise. Ask your local TD Bank representative 
or the Executive Director for more information on 
how you can sign-up for this free program. 

 

B. CongregationsτHosts and Support 

    Executive Director Gary Salmon and Board 
President Shanna Morascini met with many 
congregations this past year to recruit them to the 
Family Promise Network. Thanks to their efforts, our 
Network grew in 2010 despite losing some members 
due to congregations closing and other unavoidable 
causes. Now many host congregations are only being 
called upon four times a year.  

 

    The reality is that some of our Network congregations 
have a thousand worshipers on a Sunday, and others are 
few but mighty in the faith, as Paul might say. All are 
important but sometimes it is easier for the large 
congregation to fill all of the volunteer slots when it is its 
turn-- and sometimes it is the large congregation that 
needs help.  The beauty of the Network is that everyone 
plays a part.  We value  especially the contribution of the 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ /ƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ .Ωƴŀƛ Tikvah, who graciously step 
in even when it is not their turn to handle support, in 
order to assist on special holidays. Which leads to the 
ƛŘŜŀ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ά!ƴƎŜƭ [ƛǎǘΦέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ 
volunteers from the various congregations who are 
willing to be asked if they can help out when there is a 
last minute opening somewhere in the Network. 
{ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƎŜǘǎ ǎƛŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎƭŜŜǇƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ǎǳōǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ 
one to drive the next morning.  That sort of thing occurs 
once in a while and it can pose a real problem until an 
ŀƴƎŜƭ ƻŦ ŀ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ǎǘŜǇǎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅǎΣ άL Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇΦέ  
Search your heart and ask whether you can be such an 
angel. 
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Volunteers unload 
beds and set-up at the 

next host site 

Tom Power and Tony 
Killian at The Taste of 
South Jersey 



C. Looking ForwardτA New Day Center!!!! 

    The biggest news for 2010 was the decision to 
enter into negotiations for a new lease to rent the 
ŦƻǊƳŜǊ {ǘΦ .ǊƛŘƎŜǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ 
Glassboro to be our Day Center.  This move, 
projected for late summer, is tremendously exciting 
as it will open up so many more possibilities for the 
Network. The benefits are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ÅMore handicapped accessible; 

ÅImproved access to public transportation, which 
will make it easier for our adult guests to get to 
schools, jobs, doctors, etc; 

ÅWithin walking distance to the public library, 
which will provide children and adults access to 
books and media resources; 

ÅCloser to more of the volunteers and 
congregations, making it easier to get coverage for 
Day Center and saving money and time in 
transporting guests; 

ÅaƻǊŜ ǎǇŀŎŜ ƛƴǎƛŘŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǊƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ ŀ άǎƛŎƪ Řŀȅέ 
room, for children who need to stay home from 
school and need a quiet place to rest, space for 
guests to meet with case workers in private to 
review their Stability Plans;  

space for  a computer room,  

and more.  The second floor  

is accessible via a chair lift. 

ÅThe outside is more suitable for keeping the 
children entertained in the summer months and 
there is the potential for a garden, which is 
nourishing to the body and soul. 

ÅThere is space for a classroom, where workshops 
can be conducted in topics to help our guests 
return to their own homes with more successful life 
skills.  

{ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ hǳǊ bŜǘǿƻǊƪΣ /ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΧ 
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    The new Day Center will cost more to rent, but 
{ǘΦ .ǊƛŘƎŜǘΩǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΣ 
agreeing to a deferred rent plan that gives us time 
to work up to the higher rent.  The initial rent will 
only be $1000 per month for the first year.  It is 
hoped that grant money can be found to help 
defray some of the expenses of furnishing the new 
Center.  
 
D. Training and Retraining 
    LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ 
involved in Family Promise, this is a great time to 
start. Training sessions are being scheduled 
somewhere in the area every month and you can 
contact your coordinators, Director Salmon, a 
Board Member, or check the Network website, for 
information, on when the next one is taking place.  
    LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ōǳǘ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎ 
since you were trained, or maybe you feel the rules 
have changed, attending a retraining session is a 
great idea. Your input is important and some of the 
ways of doing things have changed over the years.  
A re-training session  can be planned for your 
congregation if enough people are interested. 
 
E. Thank YOU!!!!! 
    Thanks to all of you, Family Promise has been a 
tremendous success, helping fifty-six families in its 
five years. That breaks down to seventy adults and 
one hundred and seven children, our brothers and 
sisters who were able to sleep on cots with clean 
blankets under roofs in safety, with good food in 
their stomachs, secure in the knowledge that they 
would be able to work toward a home of their own 
without being on the street the next day. And it 
was thanks to all of us, making a real difference in 
the lives of our neighbors. 
 
    On behalf of the Board of Trustees, and the 
Family Promise CoordinatorsτTHANK YOU!!! 

   

{ǘΦ .ǊƛŘƎŜǘΩǎ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ 
convent, our new Day 
Center! 



Executive Director-2010 
                    After having been closed for the last portion  of 2009 (due to a staffing change), it  

                   was wonderful to see our network become operational again, welcoming new           
                   guest families in January of 2010.  Over the course of the year we added four new 
                   host congregations, trained many more volunteers, and acquired the services of 

                    an Intern from the Rutgers (Camden) Graduate School of Social Work.  Thousands 
                   ƻŦ ƳŜŀƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ оΣллл άōŜŘ ƴƛƎƘǘǎέ 
                   for our guest families.  We added a Golf Outing to our schedule of fundraisers, 
                   made new friends in the larger community through our membership in the 
                   Gloucester County Chamber of Commerce, and upgraded our website, adding a 
                   capacity to accept online donations.    

  
                    As important as it is to report accomplishments such as these, we must also share

                   stories of the incredible impact our shared work makes in the lives of both our 
                   guests and our volunteers.   

  
                    Charles and Calvin came to our network with literally nothing but the clothes on  

                   their backs.   Family Promise helped them find a new home ςand fully furnished it! 
 
Several of our youngest guests celebrated birthdays while with us.  To have been able to give birthday 
parties to young children whose families are struggling to overcome homelessness was cause for great joy 
and tears of gladness.  To recognize the efforts of the volunteers who kept our van running is to be inspired 
by their commitment to our mission.  When a preschooler learning his alphabet beams with pride as he 
spells his name for one of our volunteers, it affords a moment of awesome wonder.  When a young person 
from one of our host congregations decides to donate the money she received as a birthday present to our 
network, it provides us with an example of remarkable generosity.   
  
9ŀŎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ άƎǊŀŘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǇŀǊǘȅέ ŦƻǊ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ƴŜǿ ƘƻƳŜǎΣ ƛǘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘǎ ǳǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 
opportunity to be thankful for our many blessings.  The faithfulness of those who give of themselves to make 
meals for our guests; the dedication of those who stay overnight with our families; the tireless efforts of 
those who support our several fundraisers; each of these moves us to a profound sense of gratefulness.  
  
We all know that we are living in difficult times.  Our troubled economy, the decline in opportunities for 
employment, and the lack of affordable housing make our work increasingly difficult and evermore 
important.   
  
Thankfully, our many volunteers understand what a blessing it is to be in a position to help another.  The 
resolve, and the resourcefulness, of those who share our mission is what keeps us strong and enables us to 
continue in our efforts to work to end homelessness--one family at a time.    
  
 
      Sincerely, 
   
 
     Gary L. Salmon, Executive Director 
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Gary Salmon at 
the 2010 Golf 
Outing 
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Family Promise Day Center 

2002 
2005 
2008 
2010 

Family Promise Timeline 
Å  Community members formed Gloucester County Interfaith Hospitality Network, Inc. 
Å  Worked with National IHN ς Family Promise 
Å  Raised initial operating funds 

Å  December ς moved into the Williamstown Family Center / opened the doors with Executive   
      Director Angela Speakman 
Å  Name change to ς Family Promise ς Interfaith Hospitality Network of Gloucester County 
Å Dec. 19th ς first homeless family enters Family Promise ς IHN of Gloucester County 

Å August, 2008ς Andrea Haines hired as Executive Director 

Å  January, 2010 τ Former Board Member and Officer, Gary Salmon accepts the position  
       ŀǎ άLƴǘŜǊƛƳέ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 
Å  March, 2010 ς Gary Salmon, hired as Executive Director  

The hub of Family Promise is the Day Center, run by 
the Executive Director, located at 1002 S. Main 
Street, 2nd Floor in Williamstown, NJ.  Services are 
provided for the guests, such as: 

Å  Case management  
Å  Washer & dryer on-site 
Å  Showers 
Å  Telephone 
Å  An address 
Å  Computers  
Å  !ƴŘ ƳƻǊŜΧ 

Once a family is admitted into the program, 
they become guests of the Network and  the 
Executive Director and staff work with them 
to: 
Å  Create a  stability plan  
Å  Establish long and short term goals   
Å  A plan to regain financial stability   
Å  A plan to achieve permanent housing 
Å  A plan to rebuild credit 
Å  !ƴŘ ƳƻǊŜΧ 

Guests use the Day Center facility to search for gainful employment, apply for public assistance, and meet 
ǿƛǘƘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀƎŜƴŎȅ ŎŀǎŜ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎΦ  aƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ 5ŀȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ŀ άƘƻƳŜ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƻƳŜέ 
for our guests.  It is the one consistent place they know during their stay in the Network; it is where they 
cook breakfast, have lunch, where they prepare for the day before leaving for work and/or school, and 
where they raise their children during their stay in the Network.  The Day Center is one of the most 
important factors in our network, and it is supported and maintained with the help of the  Network 
Director, Board members, guests, and volunteers.  We expect even greater successes with the promise of a 
new Day Center in 2011. 



Congregations in the Network 
We express our sincere gratitude to our practiced congregations for continuing their 
support of the network.  Family Promise could not succeed without their dedication. 
 
Host Congregations 
St. Charles of Borromeo Roman Catholic Church, Turnersville  
First United Methodist Church, Glassboro  
The Catholic Community of the Holy Spirit, Mullica Hill  
Bethel United Methodist Church, Sewell  
{ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ²ŜǎǘǾƛƭƭŜ  
{ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎǘƻǿƴ  
St. Thomas Episcopal Church, Glassboro  
Trinity Episcopal Church, Vineland  
Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, Vineland  
First Presbyterian Church, Pitman  
Church of the Holy Family Roman Catholic Church, Sewell  
{ǘΦ tŀǳƭΩǎ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ¢ƘƻǊƻŦŀǊŜ  
 
Support congregations provide volunteers to stay overnight with the families and 
provide activities for the children and a kind ear for the parents. Members have 
stepped up numerous times to pitch in at the last minute, for which we are eternally 
grateful. 
 
Support Congregations 
Pitman United Methodist Church, Pitman  
St. Stephens Lutheran Church, Woodbury Heights  
{ǘΦ .ǊƛŘƎŜǘΩǎ wƻƳŀƴ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƘǳǊŎƘΣ DƭŀǎǎōƻǊƻ  
Congregation .Ωƴŀƛ ¢ƛƪǾŀƘ-Beth Israel, Pitman 
Bethlehem United Church of Christ, Williamstown  
St. Stephens Episcopal Church, Mullica Hill  
First Baptist Church, Pitman  
St. Peter and Paul Roman Catholic Church, Sewell  
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We are proud to welcome our newest churches into the Family Promise Network as host 

congregations.   

 

Trinity Methodist Church ς Mullica Hill 

United Methodist Church of Mantua ς Mantua 

{ǘΦ tŀǳƭΩǎ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ς Thorofare 

{ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ς Turnersville 

2010 New Host Congregations 


